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Dean Gillett Resigns Leadership. 


ISS EMMA M. GILLETT, dean of 
the Washington College of Law for 
many years, and one of its founders, on Octo- 
ber 12 relinquished her active leadership to 
Miss Elizabeth C. Harris, who was graduated 


' from the college in 1917. 


Miss Gillett will not sever her connection 
with the college, but will remain one of its 
supervisors and help to work out some of the 
details in the college curriculum. Her suc- 
cessor is at present engaged in practice as an 
attorney-at-law, and will continue to serve be- 
fore the courts in that capacity. 

Miss Gillett was born in Wisconsin and 
came to Washington in 1880. The following 
year she was appointed notary public by Presi- 
dent Garfield, and was the first woman notary 
public in the District of Columbia. In addi- 
tion, Miss Gillett holds the distinction of prac- 
ticing longer than any other woman member 
of the bar in Washington. She was the only 
woman dean of a law college in America, an 


‘honor Miss Harris will now hold. Miss Gil- 


lett founded the Washington College of Law 
with Mrs. Ellen Spencer Mussey in 1896. Mrs. 
Mussey served as dean for seventeen years 
and now holds the title of honorary dean. 
Miss Harris come to Washington from Bos- 
ton about twelve years ago. Both her grand- 


father and father served as representatives 


from Massachusetts. Her father, Robert O. 
Harris, is at present United States District At- 
torney in Boston. 


Austrian Woman Receives Degree. 


R. MARGARETE GARZULY has just 

received the degree of Doctor of Chem- 
istry in the Vienna University technical de- 
partment, and is the first woman in Austria to 
obtain this degree. She has been acting as 
assistant to Professor Bamberger for the last 
two years, and was one of 25 students who 
were granted degrees in the technical school. 


Vassar Girls Score. 


FTER winning against Harvard, Swarth- © 


more and Dartmouth, the Oxford Uni- 
versity debating team entered the lists against 
Vassar. The result was a tie, but at least the 
girls proved that they were the equals of the 
young Englishmen, thereby scoring above their 
American brothers. 


HE Ministry of Labour Returns reports 

that there are 221,000 wholly unemployed 
women in Great Britain, who desire but can- 
not obtain employment. Is it any wonder that 
women are in revolt? 


NOTES OF THE WEEK 


Discriminatory Law to Be Tested. 


HE validity of the Arizona minimum 

wage law for women only, which became 
effective last June and which was declared un- 
constitutional in July by a United States court 
of equity, on the grounds that it violated the 
provisions of the Constitution, will be tested 
before the United States Supreme Court, ac- 
cording to papers filed in Tuscan, Arizona, in 
the case of A. Sardell vs. John W. Murphy 
and W. A. O’Connor. 

The case, which will probably come up for 
hearing in the near future, will be watched 
with interest by the entire nation as the ruling 
of the Supreme Court will determine whether 
or not other States will be able to adopt and 


enforce a minimum wage law for women only. 


Woman Councillor in Burma. 


HE official organ of the Women’s Indian 
Association, Stri-Dharma, says that “the 
recent reforms gave the Burmese Municipal 
Councils the right for the first time to elect 
women as councillors. With great and com- 


mendable public spirit, one of the most popu- 


lar women in Rangoon stood for election at 
the first opportunity, and so pleased were the 
electorate to have this Dr. C, Kingsley that 
over five hundred signed her candidature form, 
and no other candidate would oppose her. 
Miss Kingsley has. accordingly been returned 
unopposed as the first woman councillor of 
the Rangoon Corporation, and sets a precedent 
for all Burma.” 


Advocates Women Police. 


AME EDITH LYTTLETON, member 

of the British delegation to the League 
of Nations, recently appealed to the Assembly 
for the use of women police in the suppression 
of the white slave traffic. She maintained that 
only through the work of women police could 
the evil be abate@ an opinion wherein we 
heartily concur. 


Turks Throw Down Gauntlet. 


AFFITE HANOUM, wife of Kemal 
Pasha, has been elected to the Grand 


National Assembly of Turkey. Yet in Amer- — 


ica so far only four women representatives 
have been elected to Congress, and there has 
only been one woman United States Senator. 
Soon Turkey will be ahead of us! 


ISS MILLICENT GIRLING designed © 


“the latest ‘postaze stamp issued by the 
Irish Free State. | 


Asks Equal Wage. 


HAT women are paid less then men for 

the same services rendered by them in 
the business world was deplored by Mrs. 
Sarah M. Sheridan, vice-president of the De- 
troit Edison Company, in an address on 
“Women in Industry” before the delegates at- 
tending the twenty-third annual convention of 
the Association of Electragists, International, 
in Washington, D. C., last week. 

Mrs. Sheridan urged that when women oc- 
cupy positions equal in responsibility to those 
occupied by men, the compensation should be 
the same as men receive. She declared that 
women were prompt, orderly, interested, loyal 
and cheerful workers in the business world 
and that, contrary to the opinions of many, 
there was no reason that they should lose their 
feminine qualities from contact with the 
world. 

Mrs. Sheridan pointed out that a woman 
who had been in the business world and then 
married would have a better understanding of 
her husband’s business and would broaden 
their outlook on life. 


Girls Run Newspaper. 


ISS DOROTHY ZIMMERMAN of 

Indiana is only 18, and her chum, Miss 
Thora Eigenman, is 22, yet they are the sole 
editors of one of the most successful weekly 
papers in that State. That they’re real live 
editors is shown by the fact that their paper, 
The Calumet News, “scooped” two States in 
its first issue, June 6, when, with a midnight 
extra, the new sheet announced the verdict in 
the Diamond murder trial, a sensational case 
that had held the interest of Indiana and IIli- 
nois for months. 

The two young editors run the entire paper 
themselves, filling every position from editor 
down, including reporters, copyreaders, head-— 
line writers, proofreaders, society editor, sports 
editor and special feature writers. They are 
especially proud of their sport page. 

The paper, an eight-column, eight-page jour- 
nal, has all the front page earmarks of a 
metropolitan daily. 

Both girls are former students of journal- 
ism at Indiana University. 


ey HE United States League of Local Build- 
ing and Loan Associations has elected 
Miss Anne E. Rae of Niagara Falls as presi- 
dent of the organization. 


E report with pleasure that Madame 

Alla Nazimova, the noted actress, has 
recently become a member of the National 
Woman's Party. 


> 

-— 
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WOMEN IN THE AUSTRIAN PARLIAMENT 


FEW years ago the sphere of woman in Austria was sharply de- 
limited by the four walls of the home. Since the war, however, 
all that has been changed and Austrian women today are taking an active 
part in national affairs. Gisela Urban, writing in Time and Tide, gives 
a very interesting picture of the achievements of women in the Austrian 
Parliament : 

“Now, at the end of the present Parliament,” she says, “is the right 
moment to say how the women in the Austrian Parliament have been 
occupied. At present twelve women are at work in Parliament. Ten of 
them entered Parliament as directly elected members, two obtained their 
seats later by vacancies. Of these twelve women, eight are Social Demo- 
crats, two Christian Socialists, and two National Germans. Among the 
Social Democrats we find the best known leaders: Adelheid Popp, Therese 
Schlesinger, Emmy Freundlich. The women of the other parties, how- 
ever, took no part in public or political life in Old Austria. And yet, 
two of these women, namely, the Christian Socialist, Olga Rudel-Zeynek, 
and the National German, Emmy Stradal, are ornaments of our Parlia- 
ment. Olga Rudel-Zeynek is also the only female member of the “Cabinets 
Council,’ a body before which Government. must lay its resolutions con- 
cerning the sanitation of Austria. These two women are not only bril- 
liant orators, who always excite general attention, but they also knew how 
to become experts in all women’s questions, and to find the right way in 
the labyrinth of the economical conditions of our State, and of its political 
intricacies, in the short time of their activity. 


T is interesting to hear how Frau Stradal came to be a politician. As 

the wife of a higher official in the Civil Service, as mother of four 
children, she led the traditional life of a middle-class housewife, who 
doea not care for public questions, or thinks it sufficient to look at them 
with her husband’s eyes. When in the tempestuous weeks before the elec- 
tions in the Constituent National Council, the political parties’ began 
feverishly to canvass among their adherents, the foundation of the present 
National German Party were laid, and Frau Stradal’s husband joined 
this party. One day he was prevented by illness from being present at a 
meeting of his party. He begged his wife: ‘Go there for me.’ And the 
wife, suddenly placed in the midst of a discussion, found that she had 
important things to say. She made a speech and the gentlemen round the 
‘green table’ listened with interest. What was this? Here was judgment, 
cleverness, prevision, oratory. From this moment Frau Stradal had to 
take part in the party’s work. In a short time she succeeded in creating 
within the party a women’s organization, whose leader she has been to 
the present day. Does this not prove organizing and political talents, 
which till the moment of recognition by others were not even instinctively 
felt by their owner? | : 


This woman, who, without transition, developed from a housewife 
into a politician, has repeatedly brought in bills in favor of women’s or 
children’s welfare. It is her merit above all to have promoted the question 
of summer recreation for the young people, so that it is to be hoped every 
city child will have a chance of spending the vacations in the country. 
Frau Stradal has also often acted as an advocate of girl’s education, 
bringing about many an amelioration. 


P™ F Frau Rudel-Zeynek, we must’first mention that it was she who put 

the motion for the prohibition of alcoholic drinks for juveniles under 
eighteen years of age. This motion was carried with an alteration, the 
lowering of the age from eighteen to sixteen years. This member of 
Parliament also brought in the motion for a law to combat venereal disease, 
after which the Government was required to work out a bill, which will 
come before the new Parliament. Two of Frau Rudel-Zeynek’s proposals 
were considered in the bill of the new penal law, which will also be dis- 
cussed before long: that not only keepers of brothels shall be punished, 
but also those who make use of their services. Further, the demand ‘to 
extend the term of protection for girls from the fourteenth to the six- 
teenth year; in 1922 a motion to grant an additional credit for purposes 
of juveniles’ judicial aid and their bodliy development was unanimously 


carried; also a motion for a better payment of the male and female visiting 
nurses was accepted, and the question how the small capitalists, who, often 
after a life of work and economy, have become beggars by the financial 
catastrophe of Austria, could be helped, was taken into consideration. 


HE number of motions put by the Social Democrat women is also 

considerable. Repeatedly a regulation for the sustenance of the fami- 
lies of victims of the war and prisoners was demanded and obtained. The 
Social Democrat women instigated the creation of the new domestic 
servants law, which is filled with modern spirit, and they endeavor to 
extend the insurance against illness and accident also to the domestic 
servants. Other motions concerned a new regulation of midwifery, equal 
status for the male and female superintending staff in prisons, a new 
regulation of the conditions of the female trade inspectors, granting of 
reduced tickets on the railways of the State for children’s relief actions 
and excursions of young people. In the sphere of education the Social 
Democrats demanded the admission of girl pupils to all schools, that the 
State should sustain all girls’ secondary schools and give security for the 
existence of these schools, the admission of female teachers to those boys’ 
schools that are now attended by girls too. Unhappily the State, whose 
financial independence has been checked, could only partly carry out these 
proposals. There are violent disputes on a motion for mitigation of the 
penalties for abortion. This motion has caused the sharpest opposition of 
the Catholic women, as a tenet of the Catholic Church would be violated 
by it. A great contrast in opposing views on life has been revealed by 
this motion. On the restriction of Civil Servants, which the Convention 
of Geneva has demanded, the Social Democrat women required, ‘that 
according to the equal rights, granted to both sexes by the Federal consti- 
tution, every one-sided prejudice against women must be removed.’ 


~ 


HE Austrian Parliament has not much individual life. In the first 

years after the foundation of the new State already, our Parliament, 
anxious to save the country, had often to take resolutions that were forced 
on them by a strange will. Since the Convention of Geneva had deprived 
Parliament of the right to settle financial questions independently, it has 
been very difficult to give its existence a visible and efficient expression. 
Added to this, two great parties, the Christian Socialists and the Social 
Democrats, oppose each other in Austria, neither of them having the 
majority, so that often the third important party, the National Germans, 
form the “needle of the balance.”’ Owing to a Coalition, government is at 
present composed of representatives of the Christian Socialists and of the 
National Germans. The Social Democrats, who in the first years after the 
revolution knew how to enforce their will in political leadership, are now 
content with the part of the opposition, which has the prerogative to influ- 
ence many a decision indirectly, at the same time slyly -declining the 
responsibility for the course of things. 

Often it has been said that Parliament has not altered its physiognomy 
since women took a few seats among the long rows of men. Outwardly 
the picture of sessions and discussions is the same as it was in former 
times without women. In the dark uniformity of men’s clothing, only 
scattered gayer spots of color flash up, singly women’s heads appear 
among the mass of men’s heads. Surely an effect of contrasts, which ‘is 
not without its charm. But also the parliamentary machinery, with its 
abundance of fatiguing little jobs, with the highest idealism, with its 
ballast of stiff routine, has too little space for the display of creative 
talent and intuition. Discipline, tactics, the striving for practice, the wish 
not to appear unparliamentary, causes women to put forth their proposals 
wisely and with reserve, to make them strictly positive and well founded. 
But, in spite of that, in spite of all coolness, business air, soberness and 
lack of passion a new undertone begins to be heard in the debate in which 
women take part. A tone which is discernible only for subtly organized 
listeners, and which fills the parliamentary air more clearly, more brightly 
and is more accentuated, when women step forth with a proposal. It is 
the woman’s soul which endeavors to make itself at home in a place of 
which it took possession in the tempest of a political and social revolution.” 
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NEVER PUT OFF ’TILL TOMORROW 


ITHIN less than two months the Lucretia Mott Amendment will 
“be presented to Congress. Already the members of Congress 
--know that it is in the offing, but they do not know the strength of the 
sentiment behind it. A proper introduction of the bill necessitates much 
preliminary work, the most vital of which is seeing your Congressmen. 
Every Senator and every Representative in the United States ought to be 
visited before December 1 bya large and influential deputation of local 
women. The National Headquarters cannot do this work for you. The 
only people who really count in the opinion of your own Congressmen 
are the folks back home. See your Senators and Representatives without 
delay, for time is flying, and while you tarry the opposition is at work. 

Perhaps you were present in the House of Representatives in Wash- 
ington when the Suffrage Amendment carried by just one vote. It was 
an electric moment. You could positively feel the thought in every 
woman’s mind—‘That was the vote I got!” 

Just one vote, and it meant enfranchisement for all the women in 
America. If it had been one vote the other way, the amendment would 
have failed and all the agonizing work would have had to be done over 
again. Thus does effort count. 

Now the opportunity is open again to press for Liberty. And always 
we must remember that it is just that one vote that spells defeat or victory. 

It is not difficult to get up a deputation. Call up a few people and 
make an appointment and then go today. If you put it off, you may find, 
when it is too late, that the education of some Congressmen in Equal 
Rights takes more time than you had calculated. He may want literature 
or information of some sort, and it may be necessary to let him hear from 
more of his constituents before he can make up his mind. 

Every man in politics wishes to know how his own electors desire him 
to vote on important measures. It is only fair to give him the means of 
finding out. Even justice is frequently obliged to wait for public opinion 
to speak out. Let public opinion in your vicinity make itself heard. There 


is no use in believing in Equal Rights unless you transform your belief 
into action. You desire emancipation for American women. Make your 
wish known in the quarter where it will be of most avail. 

In addition, write President Coolidge of your interest in Equal Rights 
and assure him that he can best serve the American people by throwing 
his whole strength toward the passage of the Lucretia Mott Amendment. 


THE SINGLE STANDARD 


N a recent number of La Francaise the following words appear upon 
the title page: 
Nous voulons, non pas que les femmes vivent comme les hommes qui 
vivent mal, mais que les hommes vivent comme les femmes qui vivent bien. 
E. NAEGELY. 


This is the desire of women the world over, not only in France, but 
even in scarcely civilized communities. Women wish to establish a single 
standard of morals, not in accordance with the dissolute standard hereto- 
fore fixed by men, but in harmony with the higher code of virtue called 
feminine. By their very nature women abhor the social evil, and it may 
well be that their emancipation at this juncture is designed by the Almighty | 
to check the inroads of this sinister enemy of the human race. It is always 
to be regretted that so small a proportion of womankind knows the facts 
with regard to the physical effects of immorality, The venereal diseases 
which flow from the commercialization of sex are so prevalent and so 
serious a menace to future generations that every woman should be fully 
informed as to the nature of these maladies, their social root and their 
general symptoms arid effects. 

The instincts of women can be relied upon eventually to lead humanity 
in the right direction in matters of sex, but without knowledge no rational 
plan can be mapped out by women for the abatement of present-day evils. 

The current public policy for the repression of commercialized vice is 
hopelessly inadequate. It is a puerile combination of the toleration of 
immorality on the part of men and the sporadic persecution of a handful 
of prostitutes. In the army and navy, for example, the men still receive 
prophylactic treatment at public expense, the National Government thereby 
putting the official seal of toleration upon immoral sex relations for men 
in the service. While the National Government openly condones such con- 
duct it cannot be hoped that the individual States will fix the standard 
much higher. 

“Education” is vaguely heralded as a means toward improving. condi- 
tions in the distant future, but meanwhile the demoralization of the rising 
generation of young lads is being consummated through base public stand- 
ards. Conditions such as would break the morale of many a high-minded 
girl constantly surround our young boys and adolescense blossoms not 
fairly in the sun, but in the marsh-light of openly sanctioned brothels. 
Mothers know too little of the paths which their sons’ feet tread and of the 
dangers which menace their daughters in matrimony. 

As the National Woman’s Party has declared for a single standard of 
morality, it behooves the members of the Party to become fully informed 
as to the ways and means of achieving this end. It is no simple problem. 
Not since the beginning of civilization has it ever been solved. It remains 
for the women of today to build the foundation for the establishment of a 
code of sexual ethics which shall regard the man and the woman as co- 
equals in matters pertaining to sex. 


THE CHICAGO BIRTH CONTROL CONFERENCE 


O fair-minded person need ever be afraid of the right of free speech. 

If the views advanced are wrong, they will the more easily be detected 
in their error through public discussion. Whether we like it or not, the 
question of the right of parents to determine the number of children they 
desire and can afford to have is before the American people for considera- 
tion. Let us not adopt the attitude of our opponents and close our minds 
to a subject regarding which we may not be fully informed. Prejudice 
is ever a poor guide in this vale of tears. 

Let us approach the subject of birth control impartially and delay a 
decision until the facts are in our hands. The Chicago Birth Control 
Conference to be held on October 29, 30 and 31 offers an opportunity for 
those who are not fully informed to increase their knowledge. It will be a 
dignified and important gathering, addressed by speakers of national repu- 
tation especially equipped to present the subject in its various aspects. 

An invitation has been issued by the American Birth Control League to 
the members of the National Woman's Party to attend the sessions of the 
Conference in Chicago. 
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THE WOMAN’S PARTY—RIGHT OR WRONG 


I. Tue Woman’s Party Is Wrona. 


HAVE long been among the admirers of Alice Paul and from time 

to time I have been among her followers. Joan of Arc is my private 

name for her, and the name is no mere hyperbole, for she has the initiative, 

the singleness of aim, the persistence and the capacity for self-immolation 

which characterized that peerless figure of history. Further, like the 

Maid of Orleans, Miss Paul in the earlier stages of her career dedicated 
her great gifts to the fulfillment of a great purpose. 

Leaders such as Alice Paul are sure to attract to themselves a notable 
following. And despite the fact that the tactics of the militants for the 
most part set my teeth on edge, I never doubted that, as a climax to the 
years and years of patient spade work ‘of the old-line suffragists, militancy 
made a potent contribution to winning Votes for Women. 

But brilliant fighters, like other mortals, have the defects of their 
qualities, and especially are they inclined to keep up the battle after the 


social relations? The official spokesmen of the Party construe it as for- 
bidding protective industrial legislation such as an eight-hour day and a 
minimum wage for women, unless such laws are applicable equally to men. 

Equality, absolute equality between men and women is every human 
relation—how can such a proposition be translated into rational terms? 
What can equality mean. between a new-made mother, too weak to raise 
her head from the pillow and with a thing of wonder at her breast, and 
the father, perhaps proud, perhaps brutally indifferent, whose physical pow- 
ers have suffered no whit of deduction by the exercise of his function of 
creation? A “right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” it will 
be agreed, should be secured to every human being in a justly,ordered 
world. But equality between the strong and the weak when they meet on 
competitive terms in the industrial struggle—when they seek to bargain 
for a living wage with a hard-fisted employer, too often would be to insure 
that the physically or strategically handicapped shall be driven to the wall. 

It is of such complex situations that life is made up. It is inequalities 
and differentiations of function, organic to the structure of the universe, 


citadel is won. This is what, in my judgment, accounts for the unlovely 


anti-man note which one hears 
too often from members of the 
still militant group. And per- 
haps it accounts, too, for the 
lack of social vision which char- 
acterizes their present activities. 

There was a period, after 
Votes for Women had been 
won, when the group now or- 
ganized as the National Wom- 
an’s Party was uncertain what 
to do next, and certain only that 
they wanted to do something 
militantly. Thus Miss Paul, 
with her peerless qualities of 
leadership, had an instrument 


forged to her hand, which might . 


have been used by her to cham- 
pion any one of half a dozen 
liberalizing causes. But here 
genius forsook her. What 
she did was to adopt a ringing 
war-cry which may be con- 
strued to cover a multitude of 
incompatibles, and which is be- 
ing construed, alas, by a sort of 
sleight of hand, to champion 
profoundly sinister _ forces. 
Worse still, by the insistence on 
splendid sounding generalities 
whose whole meaning depends 
on the particulars into which 
they are translated, the Wom- 
an’s Party is gathering into its 
ranks men and women whose 


every instinct should range them _ 


in the opposite camp. 

“Men and women shall have 
equal rights throughout the 
United States and in every place 
subject to its jurisdiction” is the 
constitutional amendment which 
the National Woman’s Party is 
urging. To the inexperienced, 
it sounds innocent and convinc- 
ing. But how might such a 
constitutional provision affect 
women in some of their varied 


Y special permission of the editor of The New Republic, we reprint 
herewith in full an article on The Woman’s Party which appeared 
recently in that journal, presenting the case pro and con. Our pur- 

pose in so doing is to give our readers an opportunity to judge for them- 
selves the relative merits of the argument. 

Mrs. Evans’ appeal is typical of the opposition. It is an invitation to rea- 
son with the emotions, not with the intellect, and depends upon the con- 
cept of woman merely as the child-bearer. “What can equality mean,” 
says Mrs. Evans, “between a new-made mother too weak to raise her head 
from the pillow and with a thing of wonder at her breast, and the father, 
perhaps proud, perhaps brutally indifferent, whose physical powers have 
suffered no whit of deduction by the exercise of his function of creation?” 

Does Mrs. Evans wish us to infer that the average woman in industry 
is constantly “too weak to raise her head from the pillow?” Surely, if this 
is the case laws providing for a minimum wage or an eight-hour day for 
women only would be an anachronism. To prohibit a sick woman from 
working by statute is obviously idle, so we cannot see how the puerperium 
concerns welfare legislation. If the physical sacrifice of women through 
reproduction is to be socially compensated—and we sincerely hope and be- 
lieve it one day will be—the compensation must be accomplished through 


‘mothers’ pensions, the endowment of motherhood or some form of State 


insurance, and not through prohibitory legislation equally affecting all 
women in industry without regard to the condition of their health. But 
perhaps Mrs. Evans believes that all women in industry are semi-invalids, 
for she refers to “the strong and the weak,” and we take it these respective 
adjectives mean men and women. Precisely why Mrs. Evans should hold 
the physical powers of her sex in such contempt we do not know, as there is 


‘no physiological ground for such an extraordinary grouping of the two 


sexes. There are weak men as well as weak women and, happily, there 
are also strong persons of both sexes. 

Women have not been “driven to the wall” when they have met men on 
equal terms in the industrial struggle; they have held their own with 
increasing vigor in spite of discriminatory laws and outworn customs. 
It is an obvious economic fact that in competitive industry weakness in an 
employe predicates less wages and helplessness insures exploitation. Busi- 
ness is not a philanthropy. To brand all women as congenital invalids is 
to condemn them to inferior positions and a lower wage scale, whether their 
work is of equal quality with men’s or not. If women are to demand equal 
pay and equal opportunity with their brothers, they cannot at the same time 
accept concessions based upon the idea that they are chronic invalids. 

As Miss Rehfisch points out, the National Woman’s Party is not 
opposed to industrial legislation. It takes no stand im the matter. All 
that it demands is the removal of sex in protective laws. 

Mrs. Evans has stated the case against Equal Rights as well as it could 
be presented, but we believe the effect of her article will be to stimulate 
interest in the other side. As in the suffrage fight the antis were often 
more successful than the suffragists in convincing the indifferent of the 
righteousness of votes for women, so we believe the intrinsic weakness of 
the argument against Equal Rights, when phrased, will persuade the open- 
minded of the importance of this reform. All that a just cause ever needs 
is to get the opposition out into the open; then the jury of the people can 
decide. 


which the blanket amendment urged by the National Woman’s Party 


ignores. And it is their pro- 
posed amendment, accepted in 
perfect innocence by most of its 
advocates, which is being seized 
by reactionaries to overthrow 
minimum wage laws, to imperil 
laws for the protection of moth- 
erhood and similar bulwarks for 
the well-being of the race. To 
such ases have Alice Paul and 
her brilliant “followers lent their 
power. 
ELIzaBETH G. Evans- 


Il. THe Woman’s Party Is 
RIGHT. 


We who fight till the world is free— 
We take no ease in victory. 


HATEVER claims the 
Woman’s Party miay 
make for itself in connection 
with its campaign for Equal 
Rights for Women, the claim to 
originality is not one of them. 
The Conference of the Party 
which voted to propose the 
Equal Rights amendment in 
Congress in December met at 
Seneca Falls, N. Y., on July 20, 
1923, exactly 75 years after the 
first woman’s rights convention 
in America had assembled on 
the same spot, and had de- 
manded for women Equal 
Rights in the franchise, in edu- 
cation, in industry, in the pro- 
fessions, in political office, in 
marriage, in control of prop- 


erty, in guardianship of chil- 


dren, in making contracts, in the 
church and in the single moral 
standard. 

The feminist movement was, 
in its inception, and always has 
been a demand not merely for 
equality in the franchise, but for 
equality in every field. Unfor- 
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tunately, the space allotted to me does not permit any word about the inter- 
esting history of the Equal Rights movement. Suffice 4t to say that inter- 
est was focussed on the demand for the vote during the discussion of the 
enfranchisement of the Negro after the Civil War. But throughout the 
struggle for the vote, the great leaders of the feminist movement did not 
for one instant lose sight of the broader aspects of the question of complete 
equality. 

In the beginning of its career in 1913, the Woman’s Party concentrated 
upon the issue of the vote, because that issue was the one point in the 
Equal Rights program which was then before the public for decision. The 
campaign for the vote ended, the Woman’s Party at once entered upon the 
campaign for the rest of the Equal Rights program. 


For the past two years its women lawyers have been making a pains- 
taking survey of the laws, constitutions and court decisions of every State 
in the Union wherever they touch upon the interests or status of women. 
For those who are aware of the results of this survey, and who are alive 
to the discriminatory treatment of women which is apparent in so many 
matters important and trivial throughout, it is a little difficult to understand 
how anyone can say that we “keep up the battle after the citadel is won.” 
Neither is it apparent why anyone should suppose that there was ever a 
period in which there was a shadow of doubt in the minds of the real 
feminist group in the country as to what they should do next after the suf- 
{rage victory. Nor do we know upon what ground our “cause” is excluded 
from the apparently charmed classification of “liberalizing causes.” 

This survey of laws has established the fact that every discrimination 
complained of by the women of 1848, except in the franchise, still exists 
in some part of the country today, and that many of them are practically 
universal. Except in the eight community property States, the services 
of the wife in the home are the property of the husband; in all but 12 
States, prostitution is the act of the woman only and not of the man; prac- 
tically everywhere women are paid less than men for the same work in both 
public and private employment. Even the more shocking inequalities still 
exist. In Georgia and Maryland, a father may will the children entirely 
away ffom the custody of the mother, and in Alabama he has the right to 
‘will away the child from the mother after it has reached the age of 14. In 
a number of States the father has a greater right than the mother to the 
control and guardianship of children, and to determine their education, their 
religious environment, etc. In Vermont and Georgia, a married woman’s 
earnings belong legally to her husband and not to herself, and may be 
seized by her husband’s creditors to meet his debts; in Florida, a husband 


MONG the most dangerous of human- 

kind are philanthropists. They are for- 

ever rushing in where angels fear to tread, and 

as they do not have to endure the results of their own beneficence they learn 

nothing from experience. Especially in labor circles are they a menace, 

for they conjure up, for their own comfort, a variety of Utopian schemes 
which bear no relation to the hard pan business of earning a living. 


If they would confine their ideas to books or to meetings, no great harm 
would result, but they are not content to fulfill their mission as a side- 
show. They wish their ideas to live and so they summon the law to give 
bone and sinew, yea! teeth and claws, to their intellectual babies. 


The only people who have a right to meddle with industrial legislation 
are bonafide workers, and it is to the credit of the National Woman’s Party, 
which is made up of women of all classes, that they stand on the one plank 
of Equal Rights and do not pretend to dictate as to the benefits or otherwise 
of laws regarding the intimate concerns of industrialists. . 


In New Jersey the Woman’s Party came out strongly against the No 
Night Work Bill for women only on the sole ground that it was sex, not 
industrial, legislation. Over their protest and against the wishes of thou- 
sands of bonafide working women the bill became law and was signed 
by the Governor. The result? Ask one of the women who lost her job 
through it. Ask the widowed mother who preferred to work at night so 
she could watch over her little ones in their waking hours. Ask the girl 
who has walked the streets hungry and penniless ever since seeking a 
job to replace the one the “philanthropists” took from her. 


SUPPOSE IT WERE YOU 


Equal Rights 


is entitled to manage and control the wife’s property; in Kentucky and 
Texas, the husband can obtain a divorce more easily than can the wife. 
Examples of similar discriminations against women might be multiplied. 

For the past two years the Woman’s Party has carried on strenuous 
and expensnve campaigns in State Legislatures, in the effort to bring to 
women equality through State action. While many people were declaring 
that there was in fact no need for an Equal Rights campaign, the Woman’s 
Party has conducted or participated in such campaigns in 15 States; which 
have brought some improvement in the status of 23,000,000 women. Bills 
increasing somewhat the guardianship rights of women over their children 
have been passed in Delaware, Ohio, New York, Mississippi, Massachusetts 
and Pennsylvania. Women’s inheritance rights have been made more 
nearly equal to those of men in Delaware, Georgia, New York and Virginia. 
Women have been made eligible to hold office in Maryland, Louisiana and 
(subject to ratification by popular vote) in Oklahoma. In Maine, women 
have been made eligible to jury service. A number of other Equal Rights 
reforms have been effected through the efforts of the Woman’s Party. 

The demand for equality in industry is and always has been an integral 
part of the Equal Rights program. In making that demand, the Woman’s 
Party is advocating not the removal of protection, but the removal of the 
sex basis in protective laws. This equality in industry is already a reality 
to some extent in Scandinavian countries. 

The proposal by the Woman’s Party of an amendment to the United 
States Constitution reading: “Men and women shall have equal rights 
throughout the United States and every place subject to its jurisdiction,” 
comes, therefore, only after two years of legal study and of legislative 
work. It comes, not as the announcement of a new and startling dream 
of a sensational mind, but as the inevitable conclusion of a struggle which 
has proceeded for 75 years, atid which was concentrated into the suffrage 
channel for a time because of the obvious value of the power of the vote 
in the campaign for the remainder of the Equal Rights program. To the 
Woman’s Party it is a matter of no moment whether the program of com- 
plete equality attains fulfillment by State or by Federal action. It is 
pursuing both methods. 

If the mantle so long and so valiantly worn by the Equal Rights pioneers 
has fallen upon the shoulders of Alice Paul, surely no one knows better than 
she that it can bring to its wearer no rest and no reward, but only the 
comfortless satisfaction of a hard and tedious fight well fought for the 
eternal profit of the generations of the future. 

Carot A. REHFISCH. 


When the No Night Work Law passed in 
New Jersey, 1547 women were employed at 
night, and immediately lost their jobs, as 


follows: 
Botany Worsted Mills, Passaic.................... 350 
Forstman and Hoffman, Passaic................... 280 
Worsted Spinning Co., Garfield............... ae 400 
22 
30 
Armenia Handkerchief Co., Passaic................. 18 
Progressive Handkerchief Co., Passaic.............. 14 
United Handkerchief Co., Passaic.................. 20 
Pasesic Works... i... 20 
Passaic Hemstitching Co............... 40 
Cotton Fabric Corporation, Passaic............... sin 


Suppose you were one of these 1547 women, absolutely dependent on 
your earnings for your bread, butter and respectability, what wound you 
think yourself of welfare legislation? 


| 
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD — 


DER the able leadership of Mrs. Lieber E. Whittic and Miss Fred. 

Lee Woodson, National Organizer, the New York State Campaign 
for Equal Rights proceeds with vigor. On Columbus Day (October 12) 
a large and successful luncheon was held at the Hotel Rochester, Rochester, 
N. Y., with Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer of Greenwich and New York and Mrs. 
L. E. Whittic of Syracuse as the principal speakers. Grace F. Crampton, 
a Rochester lawyer, was chairman of the Committee on Arrangements, and 
among those on the com- | 
mittee with her were Mrs. 
Ida E. Mason, one of the 
officers of the State Fed- 
eration of Business and 
Professional Women’s 
Clubs; Mrs. A. N. Davis 
and Miss Florence Freer, 
both of the Rochester 
Chamber of Commerce; 
Miss Emma Ottnatt, so- 
cial welfare worker, well 
known as Probation Offi- 
cer for Girls and Women 
in Monroe county; Miss 
Mary Jeffery, President 
of the Rochester Business 
Women’s Club. Delega- 
tions from Buffalo, Syra- 
cuse, Seneca Falls and 
other points were in at- 
tendance. 

On October 22 and 23 
Mrs. Donald R. Hooker 
of Maryland will speak 
for the New York State 


the Congressional Committee was held on Tuesday, October 16, at Head- 
quarters and plans were outlined for interviewing all the Maryland Con- 
gressmen. 

The Housewarming at the new Headquarters, under the direction of 
Miss Florence Hanna, held last week was an unparalleled success. It was 
a crisp afternoon, and for the first time fires were lighted in the open 
fireplaces. [very member present placed a fragment of wood upon the 
flames in token of her in- 
tention to keep the home 
fires burning in Maryland. 
Tea was served from an 
enchanting service of ruby 
glass and hammered cop- 
per, loaned for the oc- 
casion by the Arts and 
Crafts Club. The rooms 
were lighted by candles, 
in keeping with the old- 
fashioned character of the 
house, and altogether a 
most pleasant effect was 
obtained. Among those 
present were Rev. Olym- 
pia Brown, Miss Florence 
Hanna, Miss Gwendolyn 
B. Willis, Mrs. Dora G. 
Ogle, Mrs. Donald R. 
Hooker, Mrs. H. T. Bo- 
hanan, Kev.. Jas. Grattan 
Mythen, who ~spoke 
briefly; Mrs. George Roll- 
man, Mrs. Charles H. 
Dankmeyer, Mrs. Almira 


Branch in Utica and Syra- 
cuse. | 
Miss Kathryn Butler, 
a practicing attorney of 
Schenectady, has been appointed chairman of the Thirtieth Congressional 
District of New York, and is planning a number of meetings in her terri- 
tory. Plans are also on foot for meetings in Albany, Ithaca and several 
upstate towns. 


Interest Increases in Maryland. 


RS. DORA G. OGLE, Legislative Chairman for the Woman's 
Party in Maryland, has, with the assistance of National Headquar- 
ters, prepared a long series of bills covering the many discriminations 
against Maryland women for presentation to the incoming General Assem- 
bly. A blanket Equal Rights Bill is also to be introduced for which the 
serial bills will serve as an interpretation. On October 15, 16 and 17, under 
the chairmanship of Mrs. Charles H. Dankmeyer, a benefit performance 
was given at the Maryland Theater, Baltimore, for the pur- 
pose of raising funds for the legislative work. On October 


the Wisconsin Branch of the National Woman's Party, whose members pledged $1000 toward a Wisconsin Room 
at the National Headquarters. 


Sweeten, the newly ap- 
pointed treasurer; Mrs. 
Charles H. Bubert and 
| many others. Plans for 
the coming year were discussed and reports of the Seneca Falls Conference 
were presented. 


Delaware Originates Seal. 


OR PURPOSES of raising money for furnishing and decorating 

the National Headquarters, Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles of the 
Delaware Branch of the National Woman’s Party has designed and had 
printed a large number of seals, a replica of which appears at the foot of 
this page. The seals, which are suitable for affixing to letters and parcels, 
will sell for one cent each in lots of one hundred, and may be obtained 
from Mrs. Hilles, 4014 DuPont Building, Wilmington, Del. This may 
seem a slow way of raising money for so tremendous an undertaking, but 
“little drops of water, little grains of sand, make the mighty ocean and the 
pleasant land.” By the same token pennies amount to thou- 
sands when there are enough of them. All members ot the 


23 Judge Jacob M. Moses, formerly judge of the Juvenile 


Party should use the seals as a routine in their correspond- 


Court, will speak on Equal Rights at the new Headquarters, LUCRETIA MOTT ence in order to familiarize the public with the wording of 
19 West Chase street, Baltimore. It will be recalled that AMENDMENT the amendment. The cost will seem negligible, but the re-. 

ers for equal pay through the Maryland courts. 


States Senator Bruce assisted him in the undertaking. 

Mrs. Charles H. Dankmeyer has been requested to serve 
as the chairman. of the Maryland Congressional Committee, 
and with her have been appointed Mrs. Townsend Scott, 
Mrs. George Rollman, Mrs. Vera Lewis, Mrs. Charles H. 
Buber, Mrs. H. T. Bohanan, Miss Florence Hanna, Mrs. 
Harriefe Hacker and a number of others. A meeting of 


tion. 


Rights throughout 
the United States 
ind every place sub- 
ject to its jurisdic- 


Wisconsin Decorate Room. 


NE of the most vital undertakings of the National Wom- 
an’s Party this winter is the decoration and furnishing 
of the beautiful Headquarters on Capitol Hill. Mrs. Flor- 


ence Bayard Hilles is chairman of the House Furnishing 
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Committee, and she reports promising returns from a number of States. 
Wisconsin, the first State in the Union to adopt an Equal Rights amend- 
ment, has pledged $1000 toward furnishing and decorating a Wisconsin 
Room. Mrs. Jackowsha-Peterson, Mrs. Gustav Hipke, Mrs. Max Rotter 
and Miss Lenore Cawker, whose pictures appear on the preceding page, 
are the leading spirits in the Wisconsin Branch. They attended the Seneca 
Falls Conference in a group, and it was there that the photograph with the 
banner was taken. 

“Eternal Vigilance is the price of Liberty,” and the Wisconsin women 
intend keeping what measure of liberty they have and extending it to 
cover the industrial situation. 


TWO MILLION DOLLAR FUND 


REASURER’S REPORT, Edith Ainge, Treasurer, National 
Woman's Party, Capitol Hill, Washington, D. C. Auditors: Amer- 

ican Audit Company. 
Receipts of National Headhibaiils December 7, 1912, to October 5, 

1923, $1,224,116.69. 
Contributions, membership receipts and other receipts, October 5, 1923, 

to October 12, 1923: 


| Equal Rights. 
PRESS COMMENT 


The following comment was received by us with no indication as to 
the source of the clipping: 


Terrible as an Army With Banners. 


EFORE the Colorado Springs Pageant was staged we never realized 

the meaning of the line in the Song of Solomon, “Terrible as an 
Army with Banners.” Now we understand the significance of these 
words, for we have seen an army with banners marching and it was 
“comely as Jerusalem.” The vision in the Garden of the Gods is a 
thing never to be forgotten: like a vivid dream-picture it lives in the 
heart rather than in the mind, and subtly interprets the feminist move- 
ment through the emotions, not alone through the intellect. 

Beautiful and colorful, strong in purpose as in numbers, the marching 
groups bearing banners seemed to come from a world afar, leading the 
way to a new era, chanting a welcome to the days that are to be. 

Set in a natural stage of matchless beauty, the artifice of the panorama 
was forgotten and seemed as much a part of the surroundings as the rain- 
bow which finally crowned the scene. It was as if by magic the figures 
and groups had been summoned to express by finer means than words 
the meaning of the emancipation of women Glorious and triumphant on 
they came, undaunted by the elements, telling the story of the long strug- 
gle that had gone before and presaging the final victory. 

The hard and small beginnings, the exile of the believers, the strength 
of the faith within them, all emanated as a faint and exquisite perfume 
of days long past but not forgotten. 

* * * * 

Bravely the banners told the story, diverting the mind to the practical 
purpose behind the symbolism. Equal rights, in the home, in the church, 
in government, in education, in industry, in every avenue of life. 

There were those present who did not even know that equality between 
the sexes did not obtain in this liberty-loving country of ours. There 
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were others who did not know the history of the movement or the diffi- 


culties of the pioneers. To all of these the pageant spoke in tones of 
symphathetic realism. 


* . * * * * * 
As a climax the presentation of the Lucretia Mott Amendment was 
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